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Thomas Darcy, 1st Baron Darcy of Chiche 


Thomas Darcy, 1st Baron Darcy of Chiche KG (4 December 
1506 — 28 June 1558) was an English courtier during the reign of 
Edward VI. He served as Vice-Chamberlain of the Household and 
Captain of the Yeomen of the Guard between 1550 and 1551 
before his appointment as Lord Chamberlain of the Household. He 
was placed under house arrest for his support of Lady Jane Grey 
as Edward's successor. 
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Early and family life 


Thomas Darcy, born in 1506, was the only son and heir of Roger 
Darcy (d. 30 September 1508) by Elizabeth Wentworth, the 
daughter of Sir Henry Wentworth, and aunt of Queen Jane 
Seymour H2] 


After the death of Roger Darcy, Elizabeth (née Wentworth) 
married secondly, as his second wife, Sir Thomas Wyndham (d. 
1522) of Felbrigg, Norfolk, by whom she was the mother of Sir 
Thomas Wyndham.!3] She married thirdly, as his third wife, John 
Bourchier, 1st Earl of Bath. MHB] 


After his father's death, Thomas Darcy became the ward of Sir 
John Raynsford.! He married Raynsford's daughter Audrey in 
1521. She died childless in 1527 and he later married Elizabeth, 
daughter of John de Vere, 15th Earl of Oxford and Elizabeth 
Trussell. They had five] or eight!®! children, including John, who 
succeeded as 2nd Baron Darcy of Chiche. He married Frances, 
daughter of Richard Rich, 1st Baron Rich, and they had issue, 
including Thomas, 3rd Baron and 1st Earl Rivers.” 


Political career 


The Right Honourable 
The Lord Darcy of Chiche 


Thomas Darcy, 1st Baron Darcy of 
Chiche 


Lord Chamberlain 


In office 
1551-1553 


Monarch Edward VI 


Preceded by The Lord 
Wentworth 


Succeeded by Sir John Gage 


Personal details 


Born 4 December 1506 

Died 28 June 1558 
(aged 51) 
Wivenhoe, Essex, 
England 


Resting place St Osyth, Essex, 
England 


Spouse Elizabeth de Vere 


He was knighted in 1532, and sat in parliament for Essex in 1539, | Children John de Vere, 2nd 
1545 and 1547, and possibly in 1536.5] Following the death of Baron Darcy of 
the Earl of Oxford in 1540, he held offices usually held by the de Chiche 

Veres: Steward of St. Osyth's, Keeper of Colchester Castle and 
Keeper of Tendring Hundred. His position in court was assisted 
though his relations with the de Veres and his cousin, Edward 
Seymour, 1st Duke of Somerset. He was appointed a Carver of the 
King's Table in 1540, a Gentleman of the Privy Chamber by 1544, 
and a Principal Gentleman of the Privy Chamber in 1549. He was 
sworn of the Privy Council on 24 January 1550, and on 2 February 
he was appointed Vice-Chamberlain of the Household and Captain 
of the Yeomen of the Guard. On 5 April 1551, he was created 
Baron Darcy of Chiche to serve as Lord Chamberlain of the 
Household, and in this role, he led a commission to reform the 
revenue courts.®]! He was elected to the Order of the Garter on 6 
October. /*! 


Occupation Courtier 


Following the attainder and execution for treason of Sir Nicholas 
Carew in 1539, Darcy was granted the principal Carew estate at 
Beddington, which he later sold back to Carew's heirs. 


Arms of Sir Thomas Darcy, 
1st Baron Darcy of Chiche, KG 


He was one of the signatories to the letters patent enabling Lady 
Jane Grey to succeed Edward VI, and this support led to his house arrest by Mary L!8] He was pardoned, 
but lost his offices and council membership. P | 


He died on 28 June 1558 at Wivenhoe in Essex and was buried at St Osyth's Priory. He was succeeded by 
his eldest son John as 2nd Baron Darcy of Chiche.[5! 


Notes 


a 


2 
3 
4 
5 


(o>) 


N 


jee) 


Cokayne 1916, p. 78. 


. Richardson Ill 2011, pp. 237-238. 

. Richardson IV 2011, p. 389. 

. Cokayne 1912, p. 16. 

. Loades, David (January 2010). "Darcy, Thomas, first Baron Darcy of Chiche (1506—1558)" 


(http:/Avww.oxforddnb.com/view/article/70579). Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 
Oxford University Press. doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/70579 (https://doi.org/10.1093%2Fref%3Aodn 
b%2F 70579). Retrieved 5 February 2011. (subscription or UK public library membership (https:// 
www.oxforddnb.com/help/subscribe#public) required) 


. "Thomas Darcy (1st B. Darcy of Chiche)" (http:/Avww.tudorplace.com.ar/Bios/ThomasDarc 


y%281BChiche%29.htm). tudorplace.com.ar. Retrieved 5 February 2011. 


. "Rivers, Earl (E, 1626 - 1737)" (https:/Aweb.archive.org/web/20120605111002/http:/Avww.cra 


croftspeerage.co.uk/online/content/Rivers1626.htm). Cracroft's Peerage. Archived from the 
original (http:/Avww.cracroftspeerage.co.uk/online/content/Rivers1626.htm) on 5 June 2012. 
Retrieved 5 February 2011. 


. "The Queen's Body Guard of the Yeomen of the Guard — Captains" (http://yeomenoftheguar 


d.com/captains.htm#Sir%20Thomas%20Darcy%202). yeomenoftheguard.com. Retrieved 
5 February 2011. 


References 


Cokayne, George Edward (1912). The Complete Peerage, edited by Vicary Gibbs. Vol. Il. 
London: St Catherine Press. p. 16. 

Cokayne, George Edward (1916). The Complete Peerage edited by Vicary Gibbs. Vol. IV. 
London: St. Catherine Press. p. 78. 

Richardson, Douglas (2011). Everingham, Kimball G. (ed.). Magna Carta Ancestry: A Study 
in Colonial and Medieval Families. Vol. IIl (2nd ed.). Salt Lake City. pp. 237-8. 

ISBN 144996639X. 

Richardson, Douglas (2011). Everingham, Kimball G. (ed.). Magna Carta Ancestry: A Study 
in Colonial and Medieval Families. Vol. IV (2nd ed.). Salt Lake City. p. 289. 

ISBN 1460992709. 


External links 


Darcy, Sir Thomas (1506-58), of Danbury, Wivenhoe and St. Osyth (Chiche), Essex (http://w 
ww.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1509-1558/member/darcy-sir-thomas-1506-58) A 
biography at The History of Parliament 

Thomas Darcy, Baron Darcy of Chiche (https://histfam.familysearch.org//getperson.php?pers 
onID=114491&tree=Nixon) Family tree 


Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php? 
title=Thomas_Darcy, 1st _Baron_Darcy_of_Chiche&oldid=1125411582" 


This page was last edited on 3 December 2022, at 21:45 (UTC). 


Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License 3.0; additional terms may apply. By 


using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the 
Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization. 


